
SALIS News, Vol. 23, No. 4                                                               1                                                                                   Winter 2004 

 
SAVE THE  DATES: 
 
� January 7, 2004:   Deadline 

for “Call for Papers” 
 
� January 31, 2004: Member-

ship renewals due 
 
� February 9, 2004: Scholar-

ship applications due. See       
page 2. 

 
� March 1, 2004: Deadline for 

“Call for Exhibits”          
 

� March 2, 2004: Deadline for 
reduced hotel rates  

 
� April 20-24, 2004: 2004 

SALIS Conference in  
Berkeley, California 

    
WHAT’S INSIDE: 
 
ELISAD Meeting                  p. 2 
Conference Scholarships       p. 2  
Conference Elections            p. 2 
New Books                            p. 6
                                                

The Alcohol Science Database known as ETOH has been forced to retire at little 
over age 30.  Yes, that’s right, for over thirty years there has been a highly suc-
cessful investment made in the dissemination of alcohol research through this 
medium which is now being suspended by the agency that created it.  Although 
the search system was known well by librarians after its public debut in 1987,  it 
wasn’t really until the WEB based version came to light in 1997 that thousands 
of researchers, and alcohol professionals were able to understand the wealth and 
the breadth of its holdings.  With over 110,000 records to date, covering the mul-
tidisciplinary field of alcohol use, abuse and its consequences, ETOH is far and 
away the best collection of alcohol science in the world.  With NIAAA espousing 
the importance of “dissemination” in its Strategic Plan, one wonders what this 
means.   Virtually all of the NIAAA funded science ends up in ETOH.  What bet-
ter way to disseminate research findings  than in their own specialized data base 
devoted to alcohol science and alcohol issues.   
 
SALIS is taking issue with this and has asked others to join.  Please contact 
SALIS Home (salis@arg.org) if you have questions or want to be part of the 
campaign to SAVE ETOH. 

 ETOH Made Redundant 
NIAAA Decision 

U.S. Tobacco Control Policy  

 

This column of Websights reviews resources on tobacco control policy in the 
United States. This is the second in a series on web resources on policy issues 
related to alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs. Policy issues related to smoking are 
a hot topic lately. Whether a state is considering raising state excise taxes to in-
crease revenue or a local community is thinking about an indoor smoking ban it 
is hard to keep track. Thankfully, there are a number of web resources for those 
interested in this topic. 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Samantha Helfert, Web/Resource Manager,  
Northrop Grumman IT Health Solutions and Services Tobacco 
Control Programs, Rockville, MD 
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SUPPORTING RESEARCH – The Challenge for  
Information Specialists. ELISAD's Fifteenth Annual 
Meeting, Dublin, 25-27 September 2003  
 
There was a beautiful September sun on Dublin Castle 
where more than 50 participants from all over Europe 
gathered - along with five members from the United 
States and Canada. The overseas participants were all 
members of ELISAD’s sister organisation SALIS. 
 
Brian Galvin from the National Documentation Centre on 
Drug Use, Health Research Board of Ireland, who hosted 
the conference, welcomed the participants, with Gunnel 
Larsson from CAN in Sweden, Chair of Elisad. Andrea 
Mitchell, Executive Director of SALIS greeted the con-
ference from colleagues over the Atlantic.  
 
Ireland 
 
Dr. Shane Butler, Senior Lecturer at the Department of 
Social Studies of Trinity College, Dublin and Co-
ordinator of the MSc. in Drug and Alcohol Policy opened 
the professional part of the conference by presenting re-
cent drug policy in Ireland. Todays drug policy in Ireland 
is based upon 4 pillars: 1) Supply reduction 2) Prevention 
3) Treatment 4) Research.  
 
Dr. Butler reviewed the emergence of current drug pol-
icy-making structures in Ireland and then presented the 
content of existing policy. In spite of an apparent com-
mitment to rationality and to the use of research evidence 
in the Irish policy process, existing structures do little to 
create a clear interface between research and policy or to 
create transparency in this complex and controversial 
area of social policy. Dr. Butler made a comparison be-
tween policy making in the illicit drug sphere and policy 
management concepts governing "cross-cutting" issues. 
To illustrate the situation, he used an anonymous quota-
tion: "Policymakers use research as a drunk person uses a 
lamp-post – more for support than for enlightenment." 
 
Dr. Hamish Sinclair, Head of Division, Drug Misuse Re-
search Division, Health Research Board, Dublin looked 
twenty years back when the Medico-Social Research 
Board report (colloquially known as the Bradshaw re-
port) on drug misuse in Ireland recommended the estab-
lishment of an information centre where up-to-date and 

(Continued on page 5) 

By Jorunn Moen, Head of Library,  
SIRUS,  Oslo, Norway 

 

Report 
Apply for a SALIS Scholarship NOW! 

 
Each year SALIS is pleased to offer scholarships to assist 
members in conference attendance. 
 
Full and Institutional members in good standing are 
eligible to apply, with conference presenters and first-
time attendees being given priority for funding.  Ap-
plicants must have been SALIS members for at least 
one year, and not have received a scholarship the pre-
vious year. 
 
Qualified applicants should submit a letter of application 
in writing to the SALIS Treasurer no later than Monday, 
February 9, 2004.  Letters of application should include: 

������ statement of your goals for participating in the 
conference; 

������ estimated costs for your attendance; and 
������ statement from your home organization indicat-

ing availability and amount of matching funds or 
other partial support, if any. 

For the complete detail—what expenses the scholarship 
covers, how recipients receive the scholarship, etc.—
please see the SALIS home page at  
http://www.salis.org/conference/2004scholarships.
html . 
 
The SALIS Board encourages you to consider applying.  
SALIS scholarships lower attendance costs, show your 
organization that you value SALIS (and that SALIS val-
ues you), and quite possibly gets you to a conference you 
wouldn’t be able to attend. 

 

Conference Scholarships 

Conference Elections 
 
Calling all Candidates! It’s time to get out the nomina-
tions for the SALIS Executive Board. While we probably 
won’t have as many candidates as the California Guber-
natorial race, I say quite confidently that we have a very 
fine, highly qualified membership to nominate from. 
Here are the positions on this year’s ballot: 

������ Chair-Elect  
������ Secretary 
������ Member at-large (3 positions) 

 
We need the nominations by February 16, 2004. 
 
If you feel the incumbent in any or all the positions 
should be re-elected, by the way, please submit your 
nomination for that person to run again. If you feel you’d 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.salis.org/conference/2004scholarships.html
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(http://www.protectlocalcontrol.org/) where users can 
find fact sheets and guides, and determine if their state 
has a clean indoor air preemption law. 
 
 
STATE LEVEL LEGISLATION 
 
States have also been involved in implementing tobacco 
control policy measures. A number of organizations track 
and compile state tobacco control legislation.  There is 
overlap in coverage across these compilations in state 
laws, however each offers a different angle on the topic.  
The compilations all include public smoking laws, excise 
taxes, and youth access laws.  In addition, some of the 
resources cover additional issues such as smoker protec-
tion laws and preemptive laws. It is important to check 
each site to see how they define each issue because the 
definitions can vary across sites.  The sites also differ in 
how they present the data, how much details are provided 
on each law, and the dates of coverage.  For example, 
some of the resources provide the data coded for re-
searcher’s use, while others provide summaries of the 
laws.  Descriptions of each resource are provided below. 
 
The National Cancer Institute compiles the State Cancer 
Legislative Database (SCLD) (http://www.scld-nci.
net), a database of state legislation related to cancer.  
SCLD includes extensive coverage of laws related to to-
bacco use reduction, including the key policy issues, 
along with laws related to tobacco use awareness and 
cessation.  The legislation is covered back to 1990 and is 
updated quarterly online. 
 
The SCLD has a user-friendly search interface, where 
one can for search for laws by state(s), by categories (and 
sub-categories), and by year. The search results yield an 
entry for each law that includes a summary, the bill num-
ber, the enactment date, and whether it was a bill, resolu-
tion, or ballot initiative.  Search help is provided, but de-
tails about how each category is defined are not included.  
Note: if you are searching for a type of policy not listed 
as a category, use the “tobacco use-misc” category. 
 
The database is comprehensive in coverage and is useful 
to identify a particular law. However the summaries of 
each are not detailed, so one would need to look up the 
provision to find out the extent of the law.  In addition, 
the SLCD is not a useful source to easily compare policy 
across states.  The SLCD Program does provide summa-
ries of key tobacco policy topics through fact sheets.  
 
State Legislated Actions on Tobacco Issues (SLATI) 
(http://slati.lungusa.org) prepared by the American 
Lung Association (ALA) has been published annually in 
print since 1988. The 2002 version with a 2003 midterm 

(Continued on page 4) 

(Tobacco Policy from page 1) 
This column will primarily cover resources for local ordi-
nances and state legislation in the United States. Re-
sources in non-U.S. countries and globally will be ad-
dressed at a future time. In the interest of space, a com-
plete explanation of the various tobacco control measures 
is not included in this column. To learn more details 
about the specific policy measures, see these additional 
resources: 
������ “Chapter 5: Regulatory Efforts” and “Chapter 6: 

Economic Approaches” of Reducing Tobacco Use: 
A Report of the Surgeon General (http://www.cdc.
gov/tobacco/sgr/sgr_2000/sgr_tobacco_chap.htm) 

������Clean Indoor Air and Secondhand Smoke Organiza-
tions and Resources (http://www.ttac.org/new/
indoor_air.html) prepared by the Tobacco Techni-
cal Assistance Consortium 

������American Medical Associations’ Smokeless States 
Initiative Tobacco Tax Resources (http://www.
smokelessstates.org/
advocates/1_2_2_taxresources.shtml) 

 
 
LOCAL ORDINANCES 
 
Local communities have led the way in passing clean 
indoor air ordinances in the U.S.  To track these ordi-
nances, the Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights (ANR) 
maintains the Local Tobacco Control Ordinance Data-
base (http://www.no-smoke.org/orddbase.html). This 
database is a collection of local ordinances and board of 
health regulations containing provisions on clean indoor 
air, restrictions on youth access to tobacco, tobacco ad-
vertising and promotion restrictions, and tobacco excise 
taxes.  Unfortunately the content of this database is not 
directly accessible via the web, but interested parties can 
purchase a customized run of the database for research 
purposes. 
 
ANR produces and posts ordinance lists (http://www.no-
smoke.org/lists.html) compiled from this database on its 
web site.  These lists include the local jurisdictions that 
have 100% smokefree workplace, restaurant, and/or bar 
ordinances.  Details are not provided for each ordi-
nance—such as when it was enacted or the statute. The 
site also provides smoking laws at favorite travel destina-
tions and policies at busiest airports.  The ordinance lists 
are updated quarterly. 
 
In addition to the ordinance lists, ANR’s web site is a 
valuable resource on local policymaking, providing 
guides and sample ordinances.  Sometimes “clean indoor 
laws” are passed at the state level to “preempt” the local 
laws with a weaker state law.  ANR’s has just launched a 
new web site, Protect Local Control  

http://www.protectlocalcontrol.org/
http://www.scld-nci.net
http://slati.lungusa.org
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/sgr/sgr_2000/sgr_tobacco_chap.htm
http://www.ttac.org/new/indoor_air.html
http://www.smokelessstates.org/advocates/1_2_2_taxresources.shtml
http://www.no-smoke.org/orddbase.html
http://www.nosmoke.org/lists.html
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(Tobacco Policy from page 3) 
update is now available online.  SLATI provides com-
prehensive coverage of laws in each state for a particular 
year.  In addition to the key policies, it covers emerging 
issues, such as product liability policies that protect the 
tobacco industry, product disclosure laws, and tobacco 
divestment policies. It is a useful source to answer refer-
ence questions because it includes a detailed synopsis, 
citation, and date of enactment for each law. One can 
search by policy topic to find out which states have a 
particular law. 
 
In addition to being a source of information about spe-
cific laws, SLATI includes an analysis of the laws. Com-
parisons of a particular policy across all states and state 
profiles are both provided. In addition, an analysis of 
legislative activity for the previous year is included.  
SLATI also links to ALA’s complementary report, the 
State of Tobacco Control: 2002, a report card of the 
states on tobacco control.  
 
The State Tobacco Activities Tracking and Evalua-
tion (STATE) System (http://www2.cdc.gov/nccdphp/
osh/state/) developed by the Office on Smoking and 
Health at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) is a database containing current and historical 
state-level data on many indicators of tobacco use and 
control, including tobacco control laws. The entire legis-
lative section, which contains information on state level 
legislation beginning in the fourth quarter of 1996 
through second quarter 2003, is being reviewed and is 
not currently accessible from the web site.  At press time, 
CDC plans for the updated legislative data to be avail-
able in March 2004. 
 
The STATE System covers a comprehensive range of 
laws related to tobacco, including key policies and those 
related to advertising, licensure, and preemption.  The 
system displays the status and citation of the law in each 
state by year, however it does not include a description 
or summary of the law. The STATE System provides an 
extensive users guide with data definitions and method-
ology for compiling the data. 
 
One can view data through the “Browse Topics” or the 
“Reports” features.  Through the Browse Topics option, 
one can view the status of a particular policy in a given 
state for a given year.  Unfortunately one cannot create a 
table to view all laws in a state or to view a comparison 
of a particular law over time.  One can view state com-
parisons for selected policies through the “Reports” fea-
ture. 
 
The ImpacTeen State Level Tobacco Legislative Data-
base (http://www.impacteen.org/tobaccodata.htm) is a 

recent addition to the resources on state laws.  This com-
pilation of tobacco control policy and prevalence data for 
all states from 1991-2001 is part of a larger project to as-
sess the impact of policy on the teen smoking rate.  The 
ImpacTeen web site includes research findings from its 
project as well. 
 
The ImpacTeen database covers the following policy top-
ics: tax, youth access laws, smoke-free air laws, and 
smoke-free air preemption.  Because the ImpacTeen pro-
ject is making its data available for other researchers’ use, 
the data is coded by state for quantitative data analysis. 
Details about each law, such as summaries or citations, 
are not included.  However a codebook is available that 
provides information on data sources and detailed defini-
tions for each policy covered. 
 
 
FEDERAL POLICY 
 
Tobacco control policy has been implemented at the fed-
eral level in the U.S. as well. These measures are related 
to tobacco advertising, health warning labels, product in-
gredient disclosure, and youth access to name a few.  No 
site covers this topic comprehensively, but a few address 
most of the issues. 
 
CDC, along with the World Health Organization (WHO) 
maintain the National Tobacco Information Online 
System (NATIONS) (http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/
nations/) which is similar to CDC’s STATE System on 
an international level. NATIONS includes a summary of 
most U.S. federal policy and full-text of major laws on 
tobacco, except federal tax policy. 
 
The Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK) tracks a 
number of federal initiatives (http://tobaccofreekids.
org/campaign/federal/), such as the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration authority over tobacco, the U.S. Department 
of Justice lawsuit against tobacco companies, proposed 
Federal tax increases, and emerging issues such as Inter-
net sales of tobacco. In fact CTFK argues that currently 
other countries are doing more than the U.S in the area of 
tobacco control. See its fact sheet, The United States: No 
Longer a World Leader in Tobacco Control (http://
tobaccofreekids.org/campaign/global/pdf/Straggler.
pdf), for a brief comparison of the key laws in the U.S. 
and other countries. 
 
The U.S. has not yet decided to join other countries in 
signing WHO’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Con-
trol that was finalized in May 2003.  For more informa-
tion on the world’s first public health treaty, see WHO 
Tobacco Free Initiative web site (http://www.who.int/
tobacco/en/) and the Framework Convention Alliance 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www2.cdc.gov/nccdphp/osh/state/
http://www.impacteen.org/tobaccodata.htm
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/nations
http://tobaccofreekids.org/campaign/federal/
http://tobaccofreekids.org/campaign/global/pdf/Straggler.pdf
http://www.who.int/tobacco/en/
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(Tobacco Policy from page 4) 
web site (http://www.fctc.org). 
KEEPING UP TO DATE 
 
As mentioned earlier, it is sometimes difficult to keep up 
with the frequent changes in tobacco policy. Most of the 
sources listed above are updated quarterly, so always 
check an original source for most current information. If 
you need to track the changes as they come, you have a 
choice of fee-based or free services. 
 
If you are serious about keeping abreast of the latest in 
state legislation, you can subscribe to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures’ Health Policy Tracking 
Service (HPTS) (http://www.hpts.org/info/info.nsf) 
which identifies and analyzes information on state legis-
lation and policies concerning thirty-four tobacco-related 
topics. Subscribers receive a “snapshot” on trends every 
two weeks, quarterly issue briefs on key topics, and web 
access to the information updated daily. Note that I men-
tioned this is only for the serious user, because one must 
subscribe for a substantial fee. HPTS does provide sum-
maries of selected reports on its web site at: http://www.
ncsl.org/programs/health/phtobacco.htm. 
 
Free e-mail services are also available to find the latest 
news on policy. They do not provide the analysis, but 
they do alert you to the latest events. The Tobacco News 
e-mail service (http://www.tobacco.org) provides daily 
comprehensive coverage of tobacco stories, including 
local, state, national, and international policy issues. You 
can customize your newsletter when subscribing by se-
lecting particular topics of interest, including “smoke-
free policies” and “tax.”  Alternate sources are available 
through two Smokefree.net e-mail distribution lists that 
provide regular updates on policy issues: Joe Cherner 
Announcement List and Bill Godshall Announcement 
List (http://www.smokefree.net/lists.php). These to-
bacco control advocates share key news stories in to-
bacco control, including policy. While these lists are not 
as comprehensive and systematic as the Tobacco News 
service, they provide the highlights that can sometimes 
get lost in the Tobacco News service. 
 
 
Tobacco Policy Information: Where to Go 
 
We are fortunate to have many organizations tracking 
legislative activity related to tobacco control in the U.S. 
and producing information resources on that activity.  
The resources assist those advocating for additional poli-
cies and those studying them. Hopefully, this column 
provides insights into the background and use of these 
resources. 

(ELISAD  from page 2) 
comprehensive information on drug misuse, both in    
Ireland and internationally, would be held. In 2003 an 
Irish information center on drug misuse is now a reality 
with the opening of the National Documentation Centre 
on Drug Use at the Health Research Board (formerly 
Medico-Social Research Board). Dr. Sinclair reviewed 
the background to the establishment of the National 
Documentation Centre in the context of Irish drug-related 
research and drug policy. The National Documentation 
Centre is an offer for researchers. It consists of a tradi-
tional library collection as well as an electronic collection 
of fulltext Irish documents. 
 
Dr. Michael Farrell, Senior Lecturer, National Addiction 
Centre, Institute of Psychiatry, London described the 
background to the establishment of the Cochrane Col-
laboration and the recent development of a drug and alco-
hol group. 
 
Dr. Teresa Maguire, Head of Divison, Research and De-
velopment for Health Division, Health Research Board, 
Dublin focused on developments in Ireland since Febru-
ary 2002, when all people in Ireland were given free ac-
cess to the Cochrane Library, to increase the profile of 
the Cochrane Library and its use. 
 
European Union 
 
Ms Deborah Olszewski from the Epidemiology Depart-
ment, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction (EMCDDA) in Lisbon introduced several EM-
CDDA web-sites (http://www.emcdda.e.u.int, http://
www.eddra.emcdda.org  and http://www.qed.emcdda.
org). A major function of the EMCDDA is to collect reli-
able and comparable data which can serve as indicators in 
comparing drug use in different countries. The EMCDDA 
qualitative research website (QED) was set up as part of 
the project to improve the co-ordination of this work. The 
QED mission is to make qualitative drug research acces-
sible. It provides an online bibliography and inventories 
of research and researchers working in EU member 
states. 
 
Dr. Cesáreo Fernández from IREFREA, Spain gave a 
presentation on recreational drug use  and abuse research 
in Europe - combining survey studies and ethnographical 
approaches. In the last five years IREFREA has con-
ducted three research studies across Europe, with support 
of the European Commission. The objectives are to iden-
tify cultural, social and individual factors useful to distin-
guish users and non-users. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.fctc.org
http://www.hpts.org/info/info.nsf
http://www
http://www.tobacco.org
http://www.smokefree.net/lists.php
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http://www.qed.emcdda.org
http://
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Asad, Amir Zada and Robert Harris.  The Politics and 
Economics of Drug Production on the Pakistan-
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(Continued on page 7) 
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Alcohol Research Group,  
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Brunner-Routledge, 2003. 192 p.  $34.95  (p)  
ISBN: 0-415-94436-8 

Stimson, Gerry V. and Metrebian, N. Prescribing Her-
oin: what is the evidence? York, Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, 2003.  54 pp., £13.95   ISBN:1 85935 082 8 
 
Stone, Jason and Andrea Stone (eds.)  The Drug Di-
lemma : responding to a growing crisis.  New York :  In-
ternational Debate Education Association, 2003.  256 p. 
$24.95 (p) ISBN: 097205412X 
 
Szymanski, Ann-Marie E., Pathways to Prohibition: 
radicals, moderates, and social movement outcomes.  
Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2003.  344 p.  
$89.95 (h) ISBN 0-8223-3181-0 (p) $24.95  
ISBN 0-8223-3169-1  
 
Ulman, Richard B., and Harry Paul. The Self-
Psychology of Addiction and Its Treatment.  New 
York: Brunner-Routledge, 2003.  368 p.  $39.95 (h) 
ISBN: 1583913076 

Waal, H, and Haga, E. eds. Maintenance Treatment of 
Heroin Addiction - evidence at the crossroads.  Oslo, 
Norway, Cappelen Akademisk Forlag, 2003. 229 pp., 
NOK 375 ISBN: 82 02 22651 1 

Yudko, Errol, Harold  V. Hall, and  Sandra B. McPher-
son.  Methamphetamine Use : clinical and forensic 
aspects.  Boca Raton, Fla.: CRC Press, 2003.  360 p.  
$139.95 (h) ISBN: 0849314771 

(ELISAD from page 5) 
Ms Susanna Prepeliczay from ARCHIDO, Bremen pre-
sented  a cooperation programme with the Srpski  
Biblioteca Zavisnosti (Drug addiction Library) at the 
University of Belgrade. Due to this programme, the li-
brary has been able to develop a database and record pub-
lications. The database will provide a comprehensive sur-
vey of the literature in the field of drug addiction in the 
whole country. 
 
Ms Barbara E. Ryan, editor of Prevention File (US) and 
Andrea Mitchell gave a presentation on the issue of lan-
guage in the management and support of drug-related re-
search in the United States. The presentation focused on 
terminology, including phrases and words as "binge 
drinking", "responsible drinking" and "abuse". Specific 
attention on the use of these phrases in context and how 
their use, or misuse furthers or hinders prevention efforts 
was highlighted. 
 
Workshops 
 
On day two, the participants split in two groups for the 
following workshops: Research methods – tools for so-
cial investigation and The Electronic library – helping 
researchers helping themselves. The participants contrib-
uted vigorously to the workshops and there were interest-
ing discussions and exchange of information.  
 

(Elections from page 2) 
like the inside scoop on what goes on in the SALIS Ex-
ecutive Board meetings, don’t be shy (like me), nominate 
yourself! To read up on the duties of each position, 
please visit the SALIS website, under ARTICLE 
IV.  OFFICERS: http://www.salis.org/about/bylaws.
html 
 
To nominate an individual, or for more information, 
please contact a member of the Nominations Committee, 
either Jessica Hinkson or myself. Both Jessica and I have 
been pleased to serve SALIS as members of the Board 
for a few years, and are at your service: 
Virginia Sanchez  vms.lb@verizon.net 
Jessica Hinkson   JHinkson@edc.org 

http://www.salis.org/about/bylaws.html
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