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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

SALIS Chair, Samantha Helfert, Row Sciences,
Rockville, MD

SALIS acknowledges the tragic events of September 11, 2001 that occurred
in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania. In the spirit of
moving forward and returning to normalcy, we are moving forward with
plans for our 24th annual conference to be held in Washington, DC,
USA. The conference is scheduled for Tuesday to Saturday, April 16-20,
2002 at the Radisson Barcelo Hotel. The members of the SALIS 2002
Planning Committee are looking forward to the event and will keep mem-
bers posted of any changes in travel or security that may impact the plan-
ning and logistics.

SALIS is currenily preparing the program and invites you to make a pres-
entation. Please consider participating in this special event--the theme of
which is "Capitalizing on the Value of Knowledge Sharing"--that each year
brings together many of the world’s leading authorities on the organization
and dissemination of substance abuse information.

Issues of communication, education, and collaboration are central to the
2002 conference. The theme will allow a wide variety of presentation top-
ics and formats, and presenters are encouraged to display the type of crea-
tivity and insight that they bring to their work in library and information
services. To reflect the conference theme, some suggestions for broad top-
ics include: delivery of information services; software selection, building
and marketing web sites, and other technological issues; program evalua-
tion procedures; education, prevention, and harm minimization; copyright
issues; the management of electronic and web-disseminated documents;
and cellection development and organization. We specifically encourage
presenters (o consider non-traditional deliveries beyond the lecture format,
including audience participation workshops and panel presentations.

The deadline for abstracts is Friday, November 16, 2001.

Please refer to the SALIS web site http://salis.org for abstract forms and
instructions for submission. Please contact SALIS Home at salis@arg.org
if you have any difficulties obtaining the abstract submission form from the
website,
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WEB SIGHTS

By Samantha Helfert, MLS
Row Sciences, Rockville, MD

BOOK REVIEW

By Geoffery P. Hunt
Institute of Scientific Analysis,
Alameda, CA

This column of Websights provides an overview of web
resources provided by the Addiction Technology Trans-
fer Center (ATTC) Network, an initiative funded by the
United State’s Center for Substance Abuse Treatment
(CSAT}, under the guiding entity of the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration. The goal of
the Network is to enhance substance abuse treatment
services through training and education, curriculum de-
velopment, and systems change assistance. The work to-
wards this goal has resulted in an extensive network of
resources on addictions.
The ATTC Network is comprised of 13 independent Re-
gional Centers covering 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and a National Of-
fice. Contact information and links to each of the Re-
gional Center are available at the National Office web site
(www.naitc.org). The size and areas of emphasis of the
individual Regional Centers vary, but cach provide train-
ing opportunities for treatment practitioners and other
professionals who have the opportunity {o intervene in the
lives of persons with substance use disorders. Some of
the Regional Centers develop their own training programs
and materials. Others create partnerships with local uni-
versities to enhance current courses or to establish de-
grees in addictions,
The web sites of each of the Regional Centers also vary.
Most include background information on the Regional
Centers’ projects and offer a calendar of training events in
their region. Some of the sites offer extensive informa-
tion online, including links, documents, and course cata-
logs. For example, the web site (http:/www.atic.ucsd.
edu) of the Pacific Southwest Addiction Technology
Transfer Center (PSATTC) based at the University of
California, San Diego provides a range of resources for
addiction professionals, including a what’s new section,
information on credentialing, criminal justice issues, so-
cial services, and information in Spanish.
A key theme of the ATTC Network is linking research to
practice. The National Office distributes Addiction Sci-
ence Made Easy, a regular feature in its monthly we-
b-based magazine Eye on the Field. Tt includes summa-
ries written in lay terms of key research articles from the
journal, Alceholism: Clinical & Experimental Research.
Many of the Regional Centers also offer resources to
bridge research and practice, including:
* The Addiction Messenger, an email newsletter devel-
oped by the Northwest Frontier ATTC (hup://www,
open.org/~nfatc/);

(Continued on page 6)

Forces of Habit: Drugs and the Making of the Modern
World. By David T. Courtwright
Harvard University Press, 2601

The importance of good historical research is aptly exem-
plified in David Courtwright’s book the Forces of Habir.
Courtwright has produced a wide-ranging and somewhat
broad brush stroke account of the history of drugs. His
narrative is supported by a truly impressive collection of
historical data. Like Brecher, who also studied both legal
and illegal drugs, Courtwright has provided an analysis of
the development and expansion of drug use since the be-
ginning of the medern period. He discusses not only the
more obvious illegal substances - heroin, cocaine and
marijuana - as well as legal drugs - coffee, tea, alcohol
and tobacco - but also more unusual substances such as
betel, kava, and gat. The aim of the book is to explain
why in the early modern period {1500 to 1789)
“merchants, planters and other imperial elites succeeded
in bringing about the confluence of the world’s psychoac-
tive resources,” yet in spite of both enormous profits and
tax revenues, “their successors changed their minds and
restricted or prehibited many - but not all - drugs?”

In order to explain this over-riding guestion, Courtwright
divides the book into three sections. Part one titled “The
confluence of pyschoactive resources” focuses on the
world’s principal psychoactive resources, concentrating
on alcoholic and caffeinated beverages, 1obacco, opiates,
cannabis, coca, and cocaine. He also discusses sugar, be-
cause it is a key ingredient in many drug products. Court-
wright traces the development of ecach of these sub-
stances, and the way in which they gradually entered “the
stream of global commerce”. One fascinating and impor-
tant question in this part of the book is why is it that cer-
tain drugs became global commodities while other re-
gionally popular substances such as kava, betel, gat and
peyote failed to do so. In altempting to answer this ques-
tion he suggests a number of possible explanations. One
possible reason for the failure of a substance to become
universal Is the initial aversion to consuming it. For ex-
ample, kava has been likened to “chalk swimming in
body sweat”. This reason although plausibie, is insuffi-
cient because as Courtwright points out many substances
which are now universal are also unpleasant when first
consumed. A second possible explanation are the cos-

(Continued on puge 5)
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C VIDEO VIEWS

By Valerie Mead
Rutgers Center of Alcoho! Studies,
Piscataway, NJ

vir

Hepatitis C: A Viral Mystery

Fanlight Productions

4196 Washington St., Ste 2
Boston, MA 02131
800-937-4113

www fanlight.com

Ho hum, a documentary videotape about a virus. Sur-
prise, surprise, Hepatitis C: A Viral Mystery manages to
deliver despite odds that it won’t. The format includes a
no-frills talking heads style yet the well-paced editing and
comfortable, informative, diverse selection of speakers
make for an engaging and thorough video. And the pro-
duction, which was funded through a grant from Reche, a
major pharmaceutical competitor in the hep C world,
manages to sidestep any partisan position by providing an
unbiased review of current, available treatments.

It asks a lot to respectably explain a disease: to give the
facts without being 100 dry, to describe it without speak-
ing over or down to an audience, to portray the serious-
ness without overdramatizing, and to depict living with it
daily without understatement. Hepatitis C: A Viral Mys-
tery takes on this challenge and accomplishes it. The facts
about about hep C are presented from various individuals
with the illness and from medical researchers. It is a per-
vasive viral disease that affects over 4 million Americans,
is primarily spread through contact with blood, is the
number one reason for liver transplants in the U.S., has
no vaccine or curc and available treatment offers only
limited success. :

The several individuals profiled are well chosen. Aging
hippies, Deadhead fans, or those who simply enjoy any
type of celebrity sighting may enjoy hearing from Phil
Lesh, onetime member of the Grateful Dead. (And Phil
no doubt enjays that he is stitl here to be heard from since
he almost died of liver failure caused by hep C). Fan of
him or not, he does make a good spokesman about the
disease. Others featured include a nurse (a bit of a celeb
herself within the hep C world for her writings on nutri-
tion, the liver, and hep C) and an ex-addict, both- who
have hep C and together visit schools to educate young
people about the disease. While the ex-addict and one of
the women included in the film are both people of color,
the issue of race, ethnicity and hep C are not specifically
addressed. Too bad. The timing would have been just
right to make mention since issues of race and treatment,

or more specifically the lack of studies looking at race,
prevalence and treatment of hep C, are gaining attention.

Drug treatment for hep C is also getting public notice.
The video’s copyright is 2000 which means it was made
Jjust In time to include the big goings-cn about interferon,
Interferon has always been part of hep C treatment but a
recent-change in its composition allows for once/weekly
injections. Overall treatment success rates may remain
disappointing but the idea of once/weekly injections over
the previcus standard of 3 or more injections/week could
inspire thankfulness in even the most ill tempered inter-
feron injector.

The video’s open style extends to including alternative
and complementary treatment options, and suggested ac-
tivities for improving one’s health. In addition to discuss-
ing dietary changes and herbal therapies, the use of medi-
tation, guided imagery and Qi Gong are presented as
ways to reduce stress and positively impact one’s overall
health. Fanlight Productions, the distributor of this video,
is a maverick among substance abuse and healthcare
video companies. Like the film director John Sayles, Fan-
light is mainstream enough to be easily accessible but in-
dependent enough to maintain a distinct voice. Hepatitis
C: A Viral Mystery is a worthy addition to their collec-
tion of creative, high quality videos.

Postscript: Hepatitis C, and co-infection of hep € and
HIV, will continue to be prominent issues within the alco-
hol and other drug literature. There is a wealth of infor-
mation to be found on the Internet for all level audiences,
and most sites provide an extensive number of useful
links. As with HIV though, some of the best activity is
from grassroots organizations. Here are two sites worth
mentioning:

http:/iwww hevadvocate.org/ - Originators of this site be-
gan as hep C activists, trained by ACF UP members in
ways (o build an effective politicai position among the
medical power brokers. As a result they have been instru-
mental in affecting public policy about hep C. The site is
one of the few that provides the most diverse selection of
information and links, and is religiously current.
http://www hepcassoc.org/ - This site stands out not only
because it is the product of a friend in New Jersey, but
because of its emphasis on educating medical profession-
als, especially doctors, about hep C. There has always
been a lack of informed specialists to treat patients with
hep C but the problem will worsen as prevalence rates
skyrocket. More of the responsibility for treating hep C
will fall on family practitioners who are even less familiar
with the disease.
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NEwW BOOKS

Compiled by Andrea L. Mitchell,
Alcohol Research Group,
Berkeley, CA

Agarwal, Dharam P. and Helmut K. Seitz.(Eds.). Alco-
hol in Health and Disease. New York: M. Dekker,
2001., 632 p. $185.00 (h) ISBN: 0824705335 ( Papers
from the International Titisee Symposium on Health Ef-
feets of Alcohol Intake, held Dec. 912, 1999 in Titisee,
Germany.)

Bowden, Mark.  Killing Pablo: The Hunt for the
World’s Greatest Qutlaw. 1st ed New York Atlantic
Monthly Press, 2001. 296 p. $25.00 (hy ISBN:
0871137836  Subject: Pablo Escobar.

Caan, Woody and Jackie de Belleroche (Eds.) Drugs,
Drink and Dependence: From Science to Clinical
Practice. Harwood Academic Publishers, 2001. 397 pp.
$64.00 (h) ISBN:90-5702-463-2 $27.50 {p) ISBN:90-
5702-464-0

Friedman, Jennifer and Marixsa Alicea Surviving Her-
oin: Interviews with Women in Methadone Clinics.
Gainesville, FL.:Uniiversity Press of Florida. 2001. 256
p. $55.00 (h) ISBN:0-8130-2286-X

Galanter, Marc (Ed.) Recent Developments in Alcohol-
ism; Services Research in the Era of Managed Care.
( Recent Developments in Alcoholism ; v. 15.) New
York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Pub., ¢2001, 465 p.
$97.50 (h) ISBN: 0306464411

Goldstein, Avram Addiction: From Biology to Drug
Policy. Sccond Edition. Oxford University Press, 2001.
368 pp. $39.95 (h) ISBNO-19-514663-8  §15.95 (p)
ISBN0-19-514664-6

Harris, David. Shooting the Moon: The True Story of
an American Manhunt Unlike Any Other, Ever. 1st
ed. Boston: Little,Brown, 2001. 394 p. $26.95 (h) ISBN:
0316340804 Subject: Manuel Antonic Noriega

Houghton, Eleni and Ann M. Roche.(Eds.) Learning
About Drinking, ( Series on Alcohol in Society) Flor-
ence, KY: Brunner-Routledge ; 2001. 304 p. $49.95 (h)
ISBN:1-58391-316-5

Iversen, Leslic. Drugs: A Very Short Intreduction.
Oxford University Press, 2001. 144 p. $8.95 (p} ISBN:
0-19-285431-3

Kandel, Denisc B. Stages and Pathways of Drug In-
volvement: Examining the Gateway Hypothesis. Cam-
bridge University Press, 2001, 400 p. $59.95 (h) ISBN:
0-521-78349-6; $21.95 (p) 0-521-78969-9

Klingemann, Harald and Gerhard Gmel (Eds.) Mapping
the Social Consequences of Alcohol Consumption.
Dordrecht ; Boston ; London Kluwer Academic Publish-
ers, 2001. 170 p. $65.00 (h) ISBN: 0792367405

Kozlowski, Lynn T., Jack E. Henningfield, and Janet
Brigham. Cigarettes, Nicotine, & Health: A Biobehav-
joral Approach. ( Behavioral Medicine and Health Psy-
chology Series ; v. 5. Thousand Oaks, Calif. Sage, 200},
192 p. $29.95 (p) ISBN: 0803959478; $59.95 (h) ISBN:
080395946X

Kurzer, Paulette. Markets and Moral Regulation.
Cambridge University Press, 2001, 222 p. $21.95 (p)
ISBN: 0521003954.; $54.95 (h) ISBN: (52180289X

Mason, John Lyman and Michael Nelson, Governing
Gambling,  Washington, DC: Brookings Institution
Press, 2001, 132 p. $13.95 (p) 0-87078-468-4

Musto, David F.(ed.) Drugs in America: A Historical
Reader. New York University Press, forthcoming 2002
432 p. $22.00 (p) ISBN: 0-8147-5663-8

Pertschuk, Michael. Smoke in Their Eyes. Norman,
OK: Vanderbilt University Press, 2001, 356 pp. $49.95
(hy ISBNO-8265-1390-5 $22.95 (p) ISBNO-8265-1393-
X

Quinones-Jenab, Vanya (Ed.) The Biological Basis of
Cocaine Addiction. (Annals of the New York Academy
of Sciences ; v. 937) New York: New York Academy of
Sciences, 2001, 217 p. (p) ISBN: 1573313033 $130.00
{h) ISBN: 1573313025

Slovic, Paul (Ed.) Smoking Risk, Perception & Policy.
Thousand Qaks, Sage Publications, 2001.

378 p. $22.95 (p) ISBN: 0761923810; $69.95 (h) ISBN:
0761923802

Stratton, Kathleen, Padma Shetty and Robert Wallace,
(Eds.) Clearing The Smoke: Assessing the Science
Base for Tobacco Harm Reduction. Washington, D.C.
Institute of Medicine, National Academy Press, 2001,
400 p. $49.95 (h) ISBN: 0309072824

Szasz, Thomas. Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in

(Continued on page 7)
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e (SOVERNMENT
DOCUMENTS &
FUGITIVE LITERATURE

Compiled by Andrea L. Mitchell
Alcohol Research Group
Berkeley, CA

Furopean Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addic-
tion. Injecting drug use, risk behaviour and qualita-
tive research in the time of AIDS. (EMCDDA Insights
Series No. 4.). Luxembourg Office for Official Publica-
tions of European Community, 2001. 125 p.

Meara, Ellen, Why is health related to socioeconomic
status? The case of pregnancy and low birth weight.
NBER working paper series; no. 8231, Cambridge, MA:
National Bureau of Economic Research, c2001. 36, [13]
p. hup//www.nber.org

Reuter, Peter [et al.]. Options for restructuring the Safe
and Drug-Free Schools Communities Act: report with
background papers and focus group summary. Santa
Monica, CA: Drug Policy Research Center, RAND,
¢2001. 187 p. hup:/fwww.rand.org/PUBS/index.hitml

Smetters, Kent A. The exchange theory of teenage
smoking and the counterproductiveness of moderate
regulation. NBER working paper no. 8262 Cambridge,
MA: National Burcau of Economic Research, ¢2001. 14,

(6] p.

US Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. National
estimates of expenditures for substance abuse treat-
ment, 1997, Rockville, MD, {20017 101 p. NCADI
publication ; no. BKD 395. hip:/www.samhsa.gov/
centers/csat/content/idbse/sa0 . pdf

US Congress. House. Subcommittee on Criminal Jus-
tice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources of the Commit-
tee on Government Reform. Effectiveness of the Na-
tional Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign. One Hun-
dred Sixth Congress, second session, July 11, 2000,
Washington: U.S., G.P.O. [Congressional Sales Office],
2001. 177 p. Govt Doc No.: Y 4.G 74/7:AN 8/13

US Executive Office of the President, Office of National
Drug Control Policy Evidence-based principles for sub-
stance abuse prevention. {Washington, D.C.] : ONDCP
[(20017] [4] p. GPO Item No.: 0857-R httpi/fwww,
whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/prevent/

(Continved on page 7)

PERIODICAL NEWS

By Nancy Sutherland,
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute,
Seattle, Washington

Addictive Disorders & Their Treatment, ¢d. by Pedro
Ruiz, MD. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Baltimore
MD, Quarterly, ISSN 1531-5754, price $69 (individual)
$150 (institutional). Vol. 1 - 2002 -

“A quarterly international journal devoted to practical
clinical research and ireatment issues related to the mis-
use of alcohol, licit and illicit drugs and the study and
treatment of addictive disorders and their behaviors.”

Tobacco Induced Diseases is the official journal of the
International Society for the Prevention of Tobacco In-
duced Diseases (PTID). Peer-reviewed, quarterly. For
scope and other information, see http://members.aol.com/
ptidsociety/home/page8.htm.  Subscription for members
(50 Euro $); Non-member individuals (125 Euro $); Li-
braries (250 Euro §).

@ (Continued from page 2}

metic effects of consuming particular drugs. For example
betel stains the teeth and produces streams of red saliva.
Cosmetic cffects are not solely assoctated with those
drugs which have failed to become global, for example
“red-nosed drunks” are not a pleasant sight either. Other
possible reasons hindering the globalization of substances
may be logistical, for instance gat leaves lose their po-
tency faster than almost any other psychoactive sub-
stance. Although cxamining a series of possible reasons,
Courtwright does not atlempt to produce a definitive an-
swer but instead notes that his intention is to provide the
“broadest of explanatory strokes”.

Part two titled “drugs and commerce” deals with the age
old tension between drugs as medicinal products versus
drugs as recreational products.  Courtwright traces the
way in which many of our now taken for granted
“dangerous” drugs were initially considered medical
panaceas. For example tobacco was, in the middle of the
1600%, defined as a “great antidote against all venome
and pestilential diseases™. In discussing the efficacy of -
tobacco’s medicinal properties, Courtwright recounts a
story of a Spanish doctor who once revived a stillborn
child by blowing cigar smoke upon the baby. The infant
immediately spluttered and recovered and was later chris-
tened Pablo Picasso,

However many drugs, initially defined as possessing
therapeutic properties, gradually escape their therapeutic

{(Continued on page 6)
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@ {Continued from page 5)

realms and become more renown for their pleasure-giving
possibilities, As they enter the realm of popular consump-
tion, their political status alters and maore controls are
placed on them. A recent example of such a process is
that of MDMA which began life in the U.S. as a therapeu-
tic drug used primarily by therapists. Once it became a
popularly consumed drug it came under increasing gov-
ernment scritiny and control.
The final part of the book, titled “drugs and power,” ex-
plores how drugs have been used by the elites not solely
as a way of making a profit but also to control and exploit
the lives of workers. Examples of this include the use of
alcohol in early trading between Europeans and indige-
nous people in North America and South Africa as well
as the use of opium to keep Chinese laborers in debt and
dependent.
Unlike so many accounts in the substance use and abuse
fields, Courtwright seeks neither to attack nor o defend
the use of drugs, but instead atterpts to utilize good his-
torical insights to explain the developments of substances.
He utilizes a holistic mode] in order to compare the simi-
larities and dissimilarities of certain ingested substances,
By adopting the notion of career, a concept previously
used about drug users (Waldrof, 1973), he explains the
way in which drugs move from one sphere of consump-
tion to another and in so doing the power relationships
associated with them alter. Whereas previously accept-
able substances, when used by elite groups, become unac-
ceptable when adopted by the masses. When this occurs
elite groups attempt to ensure that trade and consumption
in unacceptable substances is restricted and curtailed,
while at the same time allowing continued use of accept-
able substances.
Overall this book is both highly enjoyable to read and
also informative and instructive. One is reminded as to
why research on mind altering substances is so fascinat-
ing and why these substances have been so much a part of
human life. However, I do have two criticisms. First like
many good historical accounts, historians show them-
selves to be highly competent in bringing together seem-
ingly disparate events and developments in the past, and
helping us understand more clearly why these substances
occupy the position they do within our society. Unfortu-
nately their ability to stand back and explain more con-
temporary developments is sometimes less insightful.
Courtwright’s brief discussion of contemporary develop-
ments in the continuing careers of alicohol, tobacco, and
illicit and licit drugs is the least satisfying part of the
book. On occasions he drops in tantalizing suggestions or
comments which are never developed. For example, he
states at one point that “psychoactive technology, like
military technology, has outstripped natural history”, a
(Continued on page 7)

@ {Continued from page 2)

* The Addiction Exchange {(htip://mid-attc.org/addex/
index.htmi), a fax or email digest provided by the
Mid-Atlantic ATTC;
* Dispatch Fax, a regular summary of key treatment is-
sues developed by the District of Columbia and Dela-
ware ATTC (http://www.dcde-atte.net/);
* The Mentor, a two-page course summary provided at
each training event used by Mid-America ATTC
(MA'TTC) and other Regional Centers; and
* The PSATTC News, an e-mail news and announcement
service from PSATTC,
Many of the Regional Centers network with a variety of
organizations in their region to facilitate training and to
support addictions rescarch. Information on these initia-
tives is available at the Regional Center’s web sites. For
example:
* The MATTC receives funding from the U.S. Office of
Tavenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to enhance
substance abuse services in Missourt’s juvenile justice
systems through its ATTC Youth Project
(hetp://www.matte.org/MATTC2/juvenileJustice/index.
htm).
* The PSATTC has a number of training resources for the
criminal justice community resulting from its work pro-
viding support to correctional agencies in within its re-
Zion.
* The Southeast ATTC (hitp://www.mattc-cork.org/) has
linked with the Historically Black College and the Uni-
versity National Substance Abuse Consortium to assist in
a national survey 10 assess the use and perceptions of sub-
stance abuse among first year college students,
When looking for training activities in a specific area of
the country, the Regional Centers” web sites are the place
to go. However to find comprehensive training resources,
check out the web site for the ATTC National Office
(www.nattc.org). This web resource highlights docu-
ments and initiatives developed by CSAT, Resources are
available on:
* addictions treatment: including CSATY National Treat-
ment Plan and guides from the Treatment Improvement
Protocol (TIPS) and Technical Assistance Publication
(TAPS) series;
* technology transfer: including the Change Book: A Blue
Frint for Technology Transfer and links to organizations
and documents; and
* the use of the web: including Untangling the Web: A
Guide for Treatment Programs developed for the ATTC
initiative Online Ontime, an initiative dedicated to help-
ing substance abuse treatment and prevention programs in
the U.S. obtain Internet access in the workplace for front-
line counselors and practitioners,
The National Office web site also maintaing a number of
{Continued on page 7)
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@ (Coniinued from page 6)

daiabases that compile together resources developed at
the regional level but are of relevancy across the country.
For example, the Regional Centers share their training
resources through the ATTC Product Database, The
database includes all types of training resources, includ-
ing curricula, audiotapes, videotapes, and self-study mate-
rial. The content of the materials cut across treatment
issues, but the majority focus on co-occurring disorders,
criminal justice issues, cultural diversity, health care pro-
fessionals, and addiction counseling skills.  One can
search by keyword, lopic area, or by medium type. Each
record provides description, cost (if applicable), medium
type, and link to resource. Each Regional Center supplies
information on its products for the database.

In addition to the product database, the National Office
maintains the following resources:

* The Credentialing Database provides licensure and
certification requirements for a variety of state, national,
and some international bodies that offer credentialing for
drug and alcohol counselors.

* Distance Learning Database {(AddictionEd.org) is a
scarchable database of distance learning opportunities in
the treatment ficld. The database includes online courses,
audio/video/teleconferences, correspondence/email
courses and CD-ROM courses. The courses listed in the
database are sponsored by the Regional Centers, as well
as by other educational institutions and continuing educa-
tion providers. Each of the courses offers academic or
continuing education credits.

CSAT has established an impressive neiwork of resources
through the ATTC initiative. Looking into the future, the
next round of funding {or ATTC projects begins October
i, 2001, and will encompass all 50 states and US Territo-
ries as well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Let’s
hope the next round of funding brings continued and ex-
panded resources for the addictions treatment field.

@ (Coniinued from page 6)

point that could have been developed but is left hanging.
Or to use a second example, in the conclusion he notes
that because the notion of pleasure is central io consumer-
ism, a central contradiction exists in contemporary U.S.
drugs policy. An understanding of such contradictions
may be vitally important in explaining why the U.S. has
such a particularly draconian {orm of drug policy. This
point 1s again, unfortunately, not developed.

A second criticism of the book is that Courtwright, unlike
other historians such as William Sewell (1999), fails to
examine the importance of cultural practices. For exam-
ple, in the final chapter he notes merely in passing that U.
S. drug policy may be the “hostage of its culture war”,
This provocative and fascinating point reminds one of the

seminal work of the anthropotogist Howard Stein and his
discussion on alcoholism as metaphor in U.S. culture.

Unfortunately the point is never developed. Neither of

these criticisms lessened my admiration for this book and
both of the criticisms may be considered a little unfair
given what he set out to do. For why should a historian
consider the contemporary period or examine notions of
culture? And yet it is precisely because his book is so
good that the reader begins to expect even more. There-
fore in conclusion I can merely repeat one of Court-
wright's own senlences which [ suppose goes some way
to explain why many of us are in this particular field of
research and why it remains a fascipating realm of re-
search, exploration and discovery: “Drugs...are a kind of
perpetual motion machine, providing steady work for
everyone from peasants to lawyers 1o drug historians”.
Undoubtedly, it is an arca that will keep interests stimu-
lated for a time, as well.

Bt
Bﬁ' {(Continued from page 4)

America. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2001, 240 p. $24.95
(h) ISBN: 0-275-97196-1

Thrasher, Ronald R. Serious Crime and the Public
Consumption of Alcohol. New York: LFB Scholarly
Publishing 1.LL.C, 2001. 172 p. $45.00 ISBN: 0300083831

Tims, Frank M., Carl G. Leukefeld, and Jerome J. Platt
(Eds). Relapse and Recovery in Addictions. New Ha-
ven: Yale University Press, 2001, 420 p. $45.00 (h)
ISBN: 0300083831

Volberg, Rachel A. When the Chips Are Down: Prob-
lem Gambling in America. Washington, DC: Brookings
Institution Press, 2001, 136 p. $13.95 (p) ISBN:0-87078-
469-2
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US General Accounting Office.  Underage drinking:
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