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What's Inside “Linking Together” in Prague

Linking Together in Prague . . . .. 1 ; -
9 Toget d T'o encourage networking between Central, Eastern and Western Euro-

News From Canada . ......... 2 pean ATOD information specialists, the 12 annual ELISAD confet-
ence was held in Prague, Czech Republic with a theme of “Linking To-

Websights .. ................ 3 gether”. Approximately 30 persons attended this venue including persons
New Books . 4 from Austria, Canada, Czech Republic, England, France, Germany,

"""""""" Greece, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, US and UK.
VideoReview............... 5

o Hosted by Hana Sovinova, epidemiologist, and Head of the Department
Periodical News ............. 5 for Prevention on Addictions, Public Health Institute (CZ) and Chaired
by ELISAD’s new chair, Lucia Bianco of Gruppo Abele, Tortino, Ttaly,

7 {Continued on page 7}

_Seasons Greetings and News From Home

The scholarship deadline is approaching for the SALIS 2001 Conference. Applications are due
March 1, 2001. Information is available on the SALIS website at http:// salis.org. The deadline
for membership renewal for the 2001 calendar year is on January 31, 2001. Please renew by com-
pleting the membership application form, which is available at http://salis.org/ and from the SALIS home of-
fice. If you would like to request an application form or have any questions, email us at salis@arg.org. The
deadline for submitting abstracts for the SALIS 2001 Conference has been extended. The final day that pa-
pers will be accepted is now January 12, 2001, The abstract submission form and call for papers are available at

http//salis.org/.

SALIS Home Bids Another Farewell — Kristine Kwok, a graduating senior in social welfare at UC Berkeley, is
retiring from her SALIS Home Admin Assistant position. Working for SALIS was more than a job to Kiistine.
She was highly motivated, organized, efficient and a pleasure to work with. But she is moving on to future en-
deavors with social work practice, and we must let her go. A big Thank-You for all that you've done, Kristine,
from all of us at SALIS.

Introducing Erin Williams — Erin Williams received her training last month and is now wotking as the new
SALIS Home Administrative Assistant. Erin is a recent graduate of UC Berkeley, and is actively involved in
environmental issues concerning animal rights. To contact her with your SALIS questions: e-mail salis@arg.org,
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Shelia Lacroix, Reference Librarian
CAMH Library, Toronto, Ontario

Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 1919-2000: A Legacy

As 1 paid my respects to Pierre Trudeau at the On-
tario Legislative Building last fall, placing a rose by his
photo and spending a few moments in quiet reflec-
tion, I felt part of a collective spirit that swept Canada
when our former Prime Minister died. Looking
around at my fellow mourners - young and old, male
and female, well off and poor, and people from many
different ethnic backgrounds - all waiting in line for
his or her turn, it was obvious what this leader meant
and suill means to Canadians.

Pierre Trudeau, cur Prime Minister throughout most
of the years from 1968, when Trudeaumania swept
the land, to 1984, was by far Canada's most popular
Prime Minister. He was an exceptional leader: an in-
tellectual, an outdoorsman, a world citizen, and a ce-
lebrity with a dramatic flare, who inspired Canadians
to unite in embracing a ‘Just Society'.

Tradeau is best known for his justice systern and con-
stitutional reform. Perhaps his most famous quote
was made before he became Prime Minister, when, as
Minister of Justice in 1967, in the midst of reforming
the Criminal Code, he declared, 'Thetre is no place for
the state in the bedrooms of the nation.' His govern-
ment also abolished the death penalty in 1976, His
greatest accomplishment for Canada was the patria-
tion of the Constitution, formerly controlled by Brit-
ain, to which was added the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, which guarantees to all Canadians politi-
cal, legal, social and French- English- language rights.

Prevention and Health Promotion

Although much has been written and said about
Trudeau over the past few months, rarely is men-
tioned the role he and his government played in the
area of health promotion and the public health ap-
proach to substance-related problems., Some mile-
stones are highlighted.

The Le Dain Comumission of Inquiry into the
Non-Medical Use of Drugs

Commissioned in 1969 and completed in 1973, the
comprehensive report generated by the Commission

was a key policy background document instrumental
to the direction Canada has been leaning towards in
dealing with drug and alcohol-related issues, although
many would argue, too reluctantly. Researchers and
consultants from Canada and abroad were contracted,
and the Canadian organizations and individuals that
presented submissions represented every sector. It
pulled together the current knowledge of psychoac-
tive substances as well as the current situation in Can-
ada; many recommendations were made, but the main
thrust was the recommendation for a shift towards
the non-coercive aspects of the social response drug use.

A New Perspective on the Health of Canadians:
A Working Docurnent

In 1974, Marc Lalonde, the Minister of National
Health and Welfare, Canada published yet another
groundbreaking report, which recognized that medical
care is only one part of maintaining and improving
health. By studying causes and factors of sickness and
death, four elements were defined: Human Biology,
Environment, Lifestyle and Health Care Organiza-
tion. These provided a framework for studying links
between mortality and illness and their underlying
causes. Increasing this understanding enables indi-
viduals, society and governtent to make judgements
concerning choices. Seventy-four courses of action
were recommended for the Health Promotion Strat-
egy, some of which involved alcohol and other drugs,
including the establishment of a National Drug Abuse
Institute, and the promotion of employer programs
for employees with alcohol problems.

Dr. H. Mahler, Director General of the WHO, high-
lighted this document in his opening address at the
1986 International Conference on Health Promotion
in Industrialized Countries, at which the Otrawa
Charter on Health Promotion was launched.

Health Promotion Directorate

Canada was one of the first nations to set up a gov-
ernment body responsible for health promotion. In
1978, the Health Promotion Directorate was established.

Achieving Health for All by the Year 2000
Pierre Trudeau died in the year 2000. We face prob-
lems such as solvent and alcohol abuse among chil-
dren in some of our Innuit communities in the North,
as well as alarming rates of childhood obesity, as our
society becomes more and more sedentary. How-
ever, celebrating the life of Pierre Trudeau, and
(Continued on page 9)
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Samantha Helfers, MLS, Row Sciences/

> Federal Data Corportation Rockville, MD
Andrea Mitchell, MLS, Alcohol Research
Group, Berkeley, CA

o A fist time non-violent drug offender seen in a drug conrt
i given an option Jor drug treatment instead of prison.
Nor only doer this mifigate the consequences to the ser, it
alyo saves laxpayer doflars.

e Providing clean needles to dyug users decreases the chances
of spreading AIDS, and not just between drug users.

s Methadone maintenance belps peaple dependent on heroin
fo readjust to iheir lives, to enable them to work and live
in more salisfying ways.

The above approaches to problems associated with
drug dependence and use are examples of harm re-
duction strategies. The harm reduction approach
generally refers to reducing the harms associated with
drug use.  Such issues as methadone maintenance,
needie/syringe exchange and drug courts share com-
mon strategies, in that they reflect alternative ap-
proaches to drug policy and treatment that focus on
minimizing the adverse effects of both drug use and
drug prohibidon. They also share pragmatic, human-
istic notions of drug use, which are components of
the harm reduction view.

It 1s important to note that harm reduction is an um-
brella term covering a wide range of issues and poli-
cies. While the ultimate goal of those working in
harm reduction is to lessen the harn associated with
drug use, not all agree on the policies and means for
accomplishing this agenda.  In general, most harm
reduction advocates promote the decriminalization,
not the legaltzation of drug use. They argue that many
of the criminal justice means of enforcing criminal
justice policies, are a threat to some of our most basic
constitutional rights, and even human tights. Some
organizations believe drug courts provide an opportu-
nity for drug treatment rather than incarceration. Oth-
ers question the use of this strategy, which imposes
treatment on individuals who may not need it, and
often does not provide a choice in treatment modalities.

Some harm reduction strategies are considered con-
troversial because they are perceived as being soft on
crime and illegal drug use. Harm reductionists accept

the practical notion that drug use will continue to oc-
cur despite it’s illegality and are not necessatily con-
cerned with eradicating the use of illegal substances.
Despite the approach’s unpopularity with mainstream
policy makers, harm reduction advocates continue to
promote this alternative approach to addressing drug
use.

The following are further examples of issues currently
being addressed by harm reduction advocates:

The Reform Mandatory Minitnum Sentencing Laws:
During the 1970s and 1980s, Congress and many state
legislatures passed mandatory minimum sentencing
laws that force judges to hand out fixed sentences,
without parole, to people convicted of certain crimes.
Mandatory sentences must be imposed regardless of a
petson's role in the crime ot other mitigating factors.
Of the federal mandatory minimum sentences, only
four are used with any regularity and apply exclusively
to drug and weapon offenses. Advocates seek to re-
form these laws because they are concerned about the
use of incarceration to address the drug problem and
the disproportionate number of racial and ethnic mi-
norities and women sentenced because of these laws.

The Reform of Civil Asset Forfeiture Policies: Civil
asset forfeiture allows police to seize property in the
absence of a criminal charge or the establishment of
guilt if police believe they find any evidence of a drug-
related ctime. Advocates are concerned about this
practice because the government can keep the prop-
erty even if the owner has never been charged with a
crime. Because police can often keep the property
that is seized and sometimes rely on seizures for
budgets, advocates are concerned with the possibili-
ties for abuse. One step to reform Federal civil for-
feiture law was the passage of the Civil Forfetture Re-
form Act of 2000 which includes measures to safe-
guard an innocent ownet’s interest in property.

Advocate and Support Medical Marijuana Initiatives:
Marijuana is known to be a pain mitigant for patients
with AIDS, cancer, glaucoma, and muitiple sclerosis.
Yet current federal government policy disallows its
use. To date, voters have approved medical mari-
juana by doctor's recommendation, through ballot
initiatives in California, Arizona, Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, Nevada, Colorado and the District of Co-
lumbia, and more than 20 state legislatures have en-
acted some form of medical marijuana legislation.
(Continued on page 8)
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r\ New Books

j_;"\."“,;'« Compiled by Andrea Mitchell,
Librarian
Alcohol Research Group, Berkeley, CA

Allen, Stewart Lee. The DeviP’s Cup: Coffee, the
Driving Force in History. New York: Soho Press,
Incorporated, 1999, 231p. $25.00 (h) ISBN:
1569471746

Baldino, Rachel Greene. Welcome to Methadonia:
A Social Worker’s Candid Account of Life in a
Methadone Clinic.  Hatrisburg, PA: White Hat
Communications, 2000. 210 p. $15.95 {p) ISBN: 1-
029109-02-4

Bellenir, Karen (Ed). Alcoholism Sourcebook.
Detrott, MI: Omnigraphics, 2000. 650 p. $78.00 ()
ISBN: 0780803256

Bellenir, Karen (Ed.). Drug Abuse Sourcebook.
Detroit, MI: Omnigraphics, 2000. 600 p. $78.00 (h)
ISBN: 078080242X

Campbell, Nancy D. Using Women: Gender, Drug
Policy and Social Justice. New York: Routledge,
2000. $85.00 (h) ISBN:0-415-92412-X  $21.99 (p)
ISBN: 0-415-92413-8

Chatles, Molly, K. Sadanandan Nair, and Gabriel
Britto. Drug Culture in India: A Street Ethno-
graphic Study of Heroin Addiction in Bombay.
Jaipur: Rawat Publications, ¢1999.

Courtwright, David T. Dark Paradise: A History of
Opiate Addiction in America. New edition, Re-
vised. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.
320 p. $22.95 (p) ISBN 0-674-00585-6

Courtwright, David T. Forces of Habit: Drugs and
the Making of the Modern World. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2001, 256 p. $24.95 ISBN:
0-674-00458-2

Dulchinos, Donald P. Pioneer of Inner Space: The
Life of Fitz Hugh Ludlow. New York: Autonome-
dia, 1998. §14.00 (p) ISBN: 1-5702-7071-6

Duglacher, Julian (Ed) Heroin. New York: Carlton
Books, 2000. 80 p. $9.95 (p) ISBN: 1-85868-860-4

Ferrence, Roberta, John Slade, Robin Room and
Marilyn Pope (Iids.). Nicotine and Public Health.
Washington, D.C.: American Public Health Associa-
tion, 2000. 512 p. §47.00 (p} ISBN: 0-87553-249-7

Fitzgerald, Hiram I, Barry M. Lester, and Barey S
Zuckerman (Iids.). Children of Addiction: Re-
search, Health, and Public Policy Issues. New
York: Gatland Publishing, 2000. 256pp. $75.00 (k)
ISBN: 0815338996 $24.99 (p) ISBN: 0815339003

Friedling, Melissa Pearl.  Recovering Women:
Feminism and the Representation of Addiction.
New York: Harper Collins, 2000. 216 p. $60.00
ISBN: 0-8133-9140-7

Glick, Stanley  and Isabelle M. Maisonneuve (Eds).
New Medications for Drug Abuse. New York:
New York Academy of Sciences, 2000, 220 p. $69.95
(h) ISBN: 1573312754

Heymann, Philip and William N. Brownsberger.
Drug Addiction and Drug Policy: The Struggle to
Control Dependence. Cambgidge: Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2001, 256 p. $39.95 ISBN:0-674-00327-6

Jensen, George H.  Storytelling in Alcoholics
Anonymous.  Southern Illinois University Press,
2000. $29.95 ISBN:0-8093-2330-3

Kleinfeld, Judith and Barbara Morse (Eds.). Fantas-
tic Antone Grows Up: Adolescents and Adults
With Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Fairbanks, Alaska:
University of Alaska Press, 2000. 425 p. $20.00 (p)
ISBN: 1889963119

Kyvig, David E. Repealing National Prohibition.
2md edition. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press,
2000. 296 p. $17.00 {p) ISBN:0-87338-672-8

Levin, Jerome., Therapeutic Strategies for Treat-
ing Addiction: From Slavery to Freedom. Jason
Aronson Publishers. $50.00 ISBN: 0-7657-0287-8

Matthews, Patrick. Cannabis Culture: A Journey
Through Disputed Territory. London: Blooms-
bury, 2000. 244 p. $17.95 {p) ISBN: 0747542813

Rasmussen, Sandra. Addiction Treatment: Theory
and Practice. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publica-
tions, ¢2000. 435 p. $34.95 (h) ISBN: 0761908439

(Continued on page 5)
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C Video Review

Gagy Bell
Centre for Addiction and Mental
Healih

A7

John Callahan, I Think I Was An Alcoholic.

Five minutes, 1993

Why am I reviewing a film from the last century? Ba-
sically, it's a cartoon, it's a hoot and it has an enduring
message. Callahan's short animation based roughly
on his life as an alcoholic, plays out to the clamour of
a barrel house organ, the tune, "Ain't We Got
Fun." Callahan has acquired a reputation, not unde-
served, of being shocking. One has to admit there is
a certain mood of sarcasm, bleak humor and just plain
wicked fun in his work.

In this short piece he states "the first time I drank, 1
got drunk," and promptly fills up the dining room
with vomit. He is not one to pull punches and some
may find the grossness of some images a little too
strong. Though the images are coarse the narrator's
voice is cool and detached, as if describing the most
otdinary experience.

He outlines his progress, drinking anything to get
drunk and taking dangerous risks. He was in jail at
seventeen and at twenty-one was paralyzed in a car
crash whete both he and his companion were
drunk. Even after that in a nursing home, he contin-
ued to drink heavily and later, after being evicted, he
and his alcoholic caregiver would drink together. All
of these horrible consequences are presented with the
same jittery and exaggerated sense of the ridiculous in
his life, moderated with the perspective of time.

His moment of truth came, when alone, he dropped
his bottle and was unable to retrieve 1t.  He reports
the raging anger and frustration that came out and
how it motivated him to seek help. Now in sobriety
he comments that his basic personality is much the
same.

Who should see this film; should anyone sce this
film? It is a good discussion starter for dealing with
issues around alcohol abuse with senior students and
adults. Those who are well into their recovery would
certainly appreciate the humoz; it is a refreshing relief
from the overly serious testimonials so frequently

seen. Though it 1s clear that the help he got came in
the form of an AA style self help group, it does not
advocate for any specific therapy.

Who should not see this film? Certainly those who
find Callahan's brand of humor offensive, there are
many, may want to avert their eyes, and those in early
tecovery are not likely to benefit.

Distributors:

Pyramid Film and Video P.O. Box 1048
Santa Monica CA 90406

310-828-7577

800-421-2304

Periodical News

Errata: The Vol 20 No. 3 issue had “Periodical
News” listed on page 6 but ran “Periodical News” on
page 5. Our apologies for the error.

Opiods and Opiod Receptors is the theme topic for a
Special Issuc of Journal of Biomedical Science. Vol 7T No
3, 2000. www.karger.com/journals/jbs

‘/ C\ NEW BOOKS continued from page 4 . ..

Shapiro, Harry. Waiting For The Man: The Story
of Drugs and Popular Music. Rev. and updated ed.
London: Helter Skelter, 1999. 252 p. $18.95 (p)
ISBN: 1900924080

Sioan, Frank A., Emily M. Stout, and Kathryn Whet-
ten-Goldstem. Drinkers, Drivers, and Bartenders:
Balancing Private Choices and Public Account-
ability. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000.
264 p. $22.50 (py ISBN: 0226762815  $50.00 (h)
ISBN: 0226762807

Zimmer, Lynn, and John P. Morgan. Marijuana
Mythes et realites Une revue des donnees scienti-
fiques [Marijuana myths, marijuana facts: A re-
view of the scientific evidence]. Geneva, Switzer-
land: Editions Medicine & Hygiene, 2000. 315 p.
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GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS m & FUGITIVE LITERATURE

Compiled by Andrea Mitchell, Librarian, Alcohol Research Group, Berkeley, CA

Canfield, Dennis V. et al. Prevalence of drugs and
alcohol in fatal civil aviation accidents between
1994 and 1998, Washington, DD.C.: Office of Avia-
tion Medicine; Springfield, VA: National Technical
Information Service, 2000.

Chatterj, Pinka and Sara Markowitz. The impact of
maternal alcohol and illicit drug use on children's
behavior problems: evidence from the Children of
the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth.
NBER working paper no. 7692. Cambridge, MA: Na-
tional Bureau of Economic Research, ¢2000.

College on Problems of Drug Dependence (U.5)
Problems of drug dependence, 1999: proceedings
of the 61st Annual Scientific Meeting, the College
on Problems of Drug Dependence, Inc. editor,
Louis S. Harris, NIDA research monograph; 180.
Bethesda, MD: National Institute on Drug Abuse,
2000.

Cutler, David M. et al. The economic impacts of
the tobacco settlement. NBER working paper no.
7760. Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic
Research, c2000. http:/ /www.nber.org

Eutopean Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug
Addiction. 2000 annual report on the state of the
drugs problem in the European Union. Luxem-
bourg: Office for Official Publications of the Huro-
pean Communities, 2000.

Gilleskie, Donna B. and Koleman S. Strumpf. - The
behavioral dynamics of youth smoking. NBER
working paper no. 7838. Cambridge, MA: National
Bureau of Economic Research, c2000.

Gtuber, Jonathan and Jonathan Zinman. Youth
smoking in the U.S.: evidence and implications.
NBER working paper no. 7780. Cambridge, MA:
National Bureau of Economic Research, <2600,

Hartnett, Celia. Substance abuse and social work:
a bibliography (1989-2000).  Richmond, VA:
Mid-Atlantic Addiction Technology Transfer Center,
2000.

Johnston, Lloyd, Patrick M. O'Malley, and Jerald G.
Bachman. Monitoring the future: national results
on adolescent drug use: overview of key findings,
1999, Bethesda, MD: National Institute on Drug
Abuse, 2000.

Markowitz, Sara. Criminal violence and alcohol
beverage control: evidence from an international
study. NBER working paper no. 7481, Cambridge,
MA: National Bureau of Economic Research, c2000.

Mcleod, Roberta, Tim Stockwell, and Margaret Stev-
ens. The influence of alcohol and drug use, set-
ting and activity on the risk of injury — a case-
control study. Perth, Australia: National Drug Re-
search Institute and Curtin University of Technology,
2000.

Pacula, Rosalie Liccardo et al. Marijuana and youth.
NBER working paper no. 7703. Cambridge, MA:
National Bureau of Economic Research, c2000.

Porter, Lane, Mario Argandona and Willlam J. Cur-
ran. Drug and Alcohol Dependence: Policies,
Legislation and Programmes for Treatment and
Rehabilitation, Geneva: WHO, 1999, 726 p.

Saffer, Fenry. Alcohol consumption and alcohol
advertising bans. NBER working paper no. 7758,
Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Fconomic Re-
search, c2000. http://www.nber.org/papers/W7758.
pdf

UJ.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration.  Treatment Episode Data Set
(TEDS) 1993-1998: National admissions to sub-
stanice abuse treatment services. Drug and Alco-
hol Information System Series S-11. Rockville, MD:
DHHS, 2000.

U.S. General Accounting Office. National Security
and International Affarrs Division. Drug control:
U.S. efforts in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Affairs Division. Washington, D.C.: The Office, 2000.

(Continued on puge 7)
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m GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS continued from page 6 . . .

1.5, National Black Alccholism & Addictions Coun-
cil. Blacks against drunk driving: a culture-based
handbook to promote raffic safety awareness
and action.  Washington, ID.C.: National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 2000.

U.S. National Cancer Institute. State and local leg-
isiative action to reduce tobacco use. Series title:
NIH publication ; no. 00-4804. Series title: Smoking
and tobacco control monographs; 11, Bethesda, MID:
National Cancer Institute, 2000,

U8, National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug
Information.  Elementary youth.  Rev. 2000.
DHHS publication; no. (SMA) 91-1805. Rockville,
MID: Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, 2000.

U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
1998 youth fatal crash and alcohol facts. Washing-
ton, ID.C.: NFHTSA, 2000.

U.S, Surgeon General. Reducing tobacco use: a
report of the Surgeon General. htp://www.cde.
gov/tobacco/sgrtobaccouse.htm

Wilson, Doris James. US Bureau of Justice Statistics.
Drug use, testing, and treatment in jails. Special
report. Washington, [XC: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2000.

World Health Organization. Substance Abuse Depart-
ment.  Global status report on alcohol. WHO:
HSC/SAB/99.11 Geneva: WIHO, 1999,

Conference Update

Planning for the May conference is underway!
Please make your plans on attending an exciting
conference in Anchorage, Alaska, the last frontier.
This year's conference will focus on managing a
special library and information service. Topics
covered will be library program evaluation, infor-
mation dissemination from a specialized cofllection,
electronic revolution in medical and science pub-
lishing, web as a communication channel that ap-
peals {o youth, database for gathering statistics for
libraries, collaborative treatment for co-occurring
disorders, design of a virtual clearinghouse on al-
cohol, tobacco and other drugs and American ad-
diction literature 150 years, and many more. Hope
to see you allll

LINKING TOGETHER IN PRAGUE Continued from page I . ..

this year’s forum was conducted entirely in English.
In addition our hosts hospitality included a dinner in
the Lichtenstein Palace, where we were presented
with a sumptuous meal, in a most exquisite dining

hail.

Responding to evaluations from last years meeting,
the conference program had fewer didactic presenta-
tions, but offered one and a half days of workshops
for practical training on building a web gateway, and
building a website. The third workshop involved put-
ting together the beginning draft of an ethics charter.
Two of the (didactic) presentations were telated top-
ics of the workshops and according to the preface in
the program agenda were meant as an introduction
and perhaps some food for thought and guidance for
the working groups. Elisabeth Lozano of the Cana-
dian Center on Substance Abuse gave us an update on
the ATOD Virtual Clearinghouse. {See SALIS News
Vol 20 (2), 2000 pg. 7. ) Elizabeth is the new coordi-
nator of the VC, and was especially concerned with
involving more international partners in the effore
My presentation concerned ethical dilemmas in librar-
tes and was based on the American Libraries Associa-
tion Code of Ethics. Josef Radimecky of the Czech
National Drug Commission told the group about,
“Changes in the Czech National Drug Policy”, and
Katalin Szomor, Ministerial Chtef Counselor, and Na-
tional Phare drugs coordinator, Hungarian Ministry of
Health detailed some of the training projects emanat-
ing from the Phare Multi-Beneficlary Fight Against
Drug Abuse program, and more importantly for this
venue, the development of the Phare Drug Informa-
tion and Documentation System and the creation of
the National Deug Library in Hungary under the Min-
istry of Welfare.

The business meeting concerned issues regarding
creation of an institutional home, a revision of the
ELISAD Constitution, and other general concerns of
running the organization. New Board members were
announced, and the ELISAD Website URL given
htep/ /www.geocities.com/HotSprings /Vilia/8980/.

ELISAD 1is considering the possibility of meeting
with EAHIL, European Association of Health Li-
brarians in 2001, Stay tuned for updates on the
SALIS-List or at the ELISAD Website.
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—g_:% WEBSIGHTS continued frompage 3. ..

Establishment and Support Methadone Maintenance
programs: Methadone maintenance is known to be
effective and to reduce the risk of AIDS. In addition
it provides a “critical focal peoint for risk reducton,
and patient education, as well as counseling, testing
and treatment of HIV disorders.” (1} Yet controversy
in political arenas continue to make this humane treat-
ment unavailable to many in need.

Establishment of Needle Ixchange Programs: In
spite of current evidence which supports the use and
distribution of clean needles and syringes to prevent
the spread of HIV, hepatitis B and C, and other infec-
tious diseases, many states and federal legislation pro-
hibit the operation of needle/ syringe exchange pro-
grams. However, a growing number of states - in-
cluding Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode
Island, Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin - have
created exceptions that make the availability of sterile
sytinges mote of a reality. They have done this by al-
lowing phatmacy sales, by dectiminalizing the posses-
sion of a small number of syringes, or by allowing the
establishment of legal needle exchange programs.

WEB RESOURCES

The Web provides a wealth of resources to learn
about harm reduction strategies and approaches.
Web resources are provided by advocacy organiza-
tions that are actively secking to change policies and
think-tank organizations that sponsor dialog and dis-
seminate research on the policies. Because many or-
ganizations are working to promote change, their web
sites provide legislative updates and current awareness
features to facilitate involvement in the political proc-
CSS.

One of the leading drug policy orpanizations in the
US, with a major focus on harm reduction strategies,
is the New Yotk-based Lindesmith Center (TLC).
The TLC website (http://www.lindesmith.org)
provides information on various harm reduction top-
fcs, including an online library of electronic docu-
ments organized by subject headings such as "harm
reduction,” “needle exchange,"and "safer injection
rooms.” In addition the TLC library is searchable on-
line and contains more than five thousand records of
books, journal articles, reports, government docu-
ments and newspaper articles. In a section calied
"Focal Points” one can find brief essays on the harm

reduction issues with links to full text matetials, re-
cent news items, and links to related rescurces.
Within the “Cites and Sources: Initiatives and Legisla-
ton" covers criminal justice reforms, medical mari-
juana, needle exchange, and prohibitionist initiatives
for various states. There is a brief summary for each
state or federal issue, along with links to the full text
of the bill or inidanve. In "Cites and Sources: Poli-
ing" one can locate numerous attitude surveys on
marijuana, needle exchange, other drug policy and
treatment issues. In addition the site includes bibliog-
raphies, audio and video programs including material
from the Shadow Conventions, as well as from the
BBC British Broadcasting Corperation and NPR Na-
tional Public Radio. In July 2000, The Lindesmith
Center merged with the Drug Policy Foundation
(DPF) (htp://www.drugpolicy.org) a
ber-based group advocating for drug pelicy change.
Plans to rename this new organization are underway.

mem-

The Drug Reform Coordination Network (DRC
Net) (http://www.drcnetorg) was founded in
1993 and is a network of more than 10,000 activists
and citizens concerned about drug policy reform from
a variety of perspectives. DRC Net opposes the crimi-
nal justice mentality of the drug war, and supports
rational policies consistent with principles of peace,
justice and freedom. The web site focuses on the fail-
ute of the drug war and its impact on people in
chronic pain, people of colot, drug treatment, and
children and teens. "The Week Online" provides
news updates from around the world, and an Archive
maintains them. There are short briefs on medical
marijuana, needle exchange, methadone, etc,

To find news stories examining harm reduction
issues, the Drug News Index at the Media
Awareness Project (MAP) web site
(http:/ /www.mapinc.org/drugnews/index.htm)
is the place to go. MAP maintains a searchable dara-
base of over 48,000 full-text newspaper articles and
ceditorials. The database is updated daily and it's cov-
erage includes both US and international stories. One
can search the database by keyword or by selecting to
view storles by Hot Topics. The Hot Topics not only
include the broad categories, but also specific news
storics of interest, like California's recently passed
Proposition 36 initiative. Users can view the stories
online, and can also select stories to be sent to their
email addresses. MAP 15 a feature of DrugSense
(http:/ /www.drugsense.org/). DrugSense and MAP

(Continued on page 9}
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seek to provide accurate information relevant to drug
policy to raise awareness about alternatives to current
drug policy efforts. To support its goals, DrugSense
provides the option to sign up for state-specific mail-
ing lists on drug policy reform and to receive on-
ce-a-week "Focus Alerts" that react to current news

stories.

Common Sense for Drug Policy is a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to expanding the discussion on
drug policy by raising questions about existing law
and educating the public about alternatives to current
policies. They provide advice and technical assistance
to individuals and organizations working to reform
cutrent policies. Common Sense's web site
(http:/ /www.csdp.org/) provides background in-
formation on specific harm reduction policies and
strategies. One can find fact sheets with references
on many issues from civil rights to assess forfeiture to
drug courts. In addition, links are provided to organi-
zations working on harm reduction issues. Not only
are the links arranged according to issues, descriptions
are included for each organization.

The above web resources provide information on a
number of harm reduction issues and policies. There
are also many smaller organizations working on spe-
cific issues with useful web sites.

The Marijuana Policy Project (http:// www.mpp.org)
based in Washington DC, is a lobbying and advocacy
organization working at both the state and national
levels to reform "draconian" marijuana laws and to
fight for new legislation to make martjuana safe and
legal for patients. The web site provides current news
updates on medical marjjuana, and other issues related
to the legal status of marijuana. This site is current,
and offers a free e-mail update service. In addition
under the heading, “Making Medical Marijuana Le-
gally Available,” there are fact sheets, briefing papers,
state-by-state medical marijuana laws, and a section
called "Responses to Anti-Medical Martjuana Argu-
ments."

The Sentencing Project (http://sentencingproject.org/)
was established mn 1986 and provides technical assis-
tance and policy analysis on criminal justice reform
and alternative sentencing programs. The Project ad-
dresses criminal justice issues, including those related
to the mandatory sentences of drug offenders. One

can find reports on a array of sentencing issues, racial
disparity concern in sentencing, "3 strikes and your
out” policy, and the issue of prosecuting juveniles as
adults. In addition to providing information on its
publications, the web site includes information on the
National Association of Sentencing Advocates, a pro-
fessional membership organization of sentencing ad-
vocates and defense-based mitigation specialists.

While the Sentencing Project focuses on policy analy-
sis, ‘there are many other advocate organizations
working to rally citizens to change policy. One such
is the member-based national organization,
Families Against Mandatory Minimums
(htep:/ /www.famm.org/), which was formed in
1991 to wotk to repeal federal and state mandatory
sentencing laws that remove judicial discretion.
FAMM educates the public and policymakers about
mandatory sentences through media outreach, prass-
roots campaigns, and direct action.. FAMM's web site
provides current news and background information
on federal and state mandatory minimum laws. Also
included is a compilation of quotes from judges who
have issued dissenting opinions to the laws.

1. Lowinson, Joyce H. et al. Methadone Maintenance.
Chapter 43 In: Lowinson, Joyce H., Pedro Ruiz, and
Robert B. Millman. Substance Abuse: A Compzrehen-
sive Guidebook. Second Editon. Baldmore, MD:
Willtams and Wilkins, 1992, p.550.

Originally prepared in October 2000 for WebWatch, Journal
of Addictions Nursing, forthcoming. This column was updated
in December 2000.

Membership renewal deadline is approaching!
Please renew your membership by January 31,
2001. For other important reminders, please see
page one.

g NEWS FROM CANADA continued from page 2 . . .

the accomplishments of his government in health and
justice, has revitalized many of us, as we revisit the
advances of this progressive, exciting era and prepare
ourselves to move forward, building on the past.
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