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Welcome to the Mile High City!  
 

On behalf of the planning committee, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Denver for the first combined 

conference of the Substance Abuse Librarians and Information Specialists (SALIS) and the Association of 

Mental Health Librarians (AMHL)! According to the American College of Physicians, mental and 

substance use disorders alone are estimated to surpass all physical diseases as a major cause of 

worldwide disability by 2020 (Crowley and Kirschner, 2015). With this in mind, our conference “A Broader 

Vision: The Value of Multidisciplinary Lenses" presents a fitting theme for a SALIS-AMHL collaboration 

that will be held in a city with such spectacular views of the horizon. 

 

The program and conference has been developed by members of both organizations, with attention to 

how we can work together in our different disciplines to be better librarians and information specialists. 

Our differing perspectives create opportunities for growth, creativity, and collaboration. We look forward 

to spending this time together! 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the planning committee. Their hard work and 

dedication to preparing for this event made it possible to create an excellent program for both 

organizations. Thank you! 

 

Courtney Drysdale 

Research and Instruction Librarian 

Dayton Memorial Library, Regis University 

Denver, CO 

 

SALIS/AMHL 2016 Planning Committee 

Vaughan Birbeck, Nita Bryant, Tom Colthurst, Courtney Drysdale, Kate Elder,  

Andrea Mitchell, Nancy Sutherland 

 

Special thanks to Meg Brunner for her work on the program, Nancy Sutherland for her continued work 

as the SALIS webmaster, Chad Dubeau for recruiting exhibitors, Karen Palmer for organizing SALIS 

scholarships, and to Joe Tally and Brian Seguin for consulting on behalf of AMHL 
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Conference Agenda 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2016 
 

9:00 - 4:00 p.m.  SALIS Executive Board meeting (Rexford Room) 

 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Registration (Atrium Alcove) 

 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Welcome reception (Atrium Alcove) 

 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016 
 

8:30 - 8:45 a.m.  Welcome/Opening Remarks (Aspen Room) 

 

8:45 - 9:15 a.m.  Detecting a signal in the noise: Monitoring the global spread of novel psychoactive 

substances using media and other open-source information  

   Chad Dubeau, Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse 

The rapid appearances of novel psychoactive substances (NPS) is considered a serious 

threat to public health, yet monitoring NPS poses a number of unique challenges. This 

presentation provides an overview of the presenter’s involvement in a project aimed at 

determining the feasibility and utility of using media reports and other open-source 

information collected by the Global Public Health Intelligence Network (GPHIN), an event-

based surveillance system operated by the Public Health Agency of Canada, to rapidly 

detect clusters of adverse drug events associated with NPS at the international level with 

the intent of reducing harms. Attendees will learn how information professionals can play 

an integral role in the development of early monitoring systems and will be invited to 

participate in an open discussion on the opportunities and challenges posed by the 

possible expansion of the initiative. 

 

9:15 - 10:00 a.m. CICAS: Toward a critical framework of information literacy in addiction science  

 William Bejarano & Judit Ward, Rutgers Center of Alcohol Studies 

Based on the authors' recent presentations and workshops, this talk is an attempt to 

suggest a critical framework for addiction information literacy. Since the ACRL information 

literacy standards were updated in 2015, our field is in need of guidelines about how to 

translate its general principles to meet the special needs of our diverse audiences. The 

authors wish to identify the unique application of the ACRL standards to the field of 

addiction science. An applied and transdisciplinary science requires a particular emphasis 

on evaluating sources and a special regard for the sensitive nature of the information 

sought. The authors' exploratory information literacy sessions have been presented in 

various settings with researchers ranging from post-docs to distinguished professors; 

counselors at the bachelors, masters, and continuing education levels; undergraduate and 

graduate students; and the general public. This presentation draws upon these sessions 

and calls for the collective effort of substance abuse librarians to provide both a general 

overview and specific customized training programs for our distinctive field. 

 

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.  Break  
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10:15 - 11:00 a.m. Dissemination 2.0: Bench, bedside, and beyond  

   Meg Brunner, Alcohol & Drug Abuse Institute, University of Washington 

A critical component of any research study is the presentation and dissemination of 

findings. Traditionally, this has been the role of peer-reviewed journals or other print 

publications, as well as conference presentations and posters—all platforms with limited 

accessibility to the very people most likely to benefit from those findings, including 

practitioners and the public at large. Considering that the impact of a study’s results is 

largely dependent on how effectively those results are disseminated, the use of faster, 

cheaper, and broader means for dissemination is a growing trend. Not only have journal 

publishers long been using social media, multi-media, and other technologies to 

disseminate their current contents, but research institutions and individual researchers 

themselves are increasingly promoting and discussing their work and the work of others 

via Twitter and other social media outlets as well. Additionally, a growing number of 

platforms developed specifically for this purpose are available to scientists, including 

ResearchGate, PubPeer, and Academia.edu. This presentation will examine some of the 

research related to the impact of these and other online tools in the dissemination of 

scientific information, as well as discuss some of the caveats and best practices to 

consider when determining which, or whether, to use more informal platforms for the 

sharing of research findings and other scientific information. 

 

11:00 - 11:30 a.m. Life as a tweeter: Information dissemination in the world of Twitter  

   Christine Goodair, St George's, University of London & Society for the Study of  

   Addiction  

Social media has clearly had an impact on information dissemination, which is no longer 

the preserve of librarians and information specialists as it was many years ago. Today, 

some medical journals require researchers submitting articles with an abstract to also 

provide a tweetable version. For example a 110-character summary is now compulsory 

for academics seeking to be published in BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics 

and Gynaecology. 

 

All of us can tweet and share our views on a range of matters but what is the role of 

Twitter as a means of disseminating information on professional topics? What are the 

potential benefits? What are the pitfalls—for example inappropriate use of social media 

in a professional environment? 

 

The paper will discuss the work of running the Society for the Study of Addiction twitter 

feed 24/7. The SSA uses social media (Twitter) as a current awareness service that aims 

to keep our members, those working in addictions, healthcare, mental health and 

interested general public informed about our work, new resources, research, 

conferences, training and other events. 

 

11:30 - 12:00 p.m. The SALIS Collection: A legacy 

   Andrea Mitchell, SALIS 

How many books/government documents are there in the ATOD field? Is it just a dream 

to think we could digitize all of them, and make them freely available to the world? Since 

2008, this vision has been haunting. But the journey is a long one; we have only just 

begun. 

 

A team of eight SALIS librarians is currently actively engaged in this project to digitize 

books/gov docs. Since the last SALIS conference we have doubled the number of items 

in The SALIS Collection. Our biggest challenge is getting donations of books/gov docs, 

to fulfill this dream. As a partner of the Internet Archive, SALIS will build a collection and 

 


